German Handwriting:
How to improve your handwriting
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The tutorial begins by encouraging you to renew friendship with a fountain pen (this is a pen
holdingliquid ink which feeds a nib with which you write. From this point on, it will be called

'y QAY1LSYQO® C2NJ GKS FANBRG SESNDA&aSas 2daAd
ddzaila e2dz 0Sadd LG R2 S aastuolinkpdrscEn bé quitesufficientK S Y 2
Try with both upright and italic nibs. Try also with asgtt pen, a finely pointed pen, or a

pencil. Then try writing on unlined plain paper in your normal handwriting. Be alert to whether

you are writing in printe letters or in joineeup (cursive) handwriting. In this tutorial you will

learn to go back and learn from scratch how to write in cursive script. It is assumed that you

can already read and write.

To ensure that this tutorial is successful, each lettertieduced separately. To begin with,

Wi 2SN OFaSy tSHGGSNAR NS AYGNRBRAdzZOSR Ay Fy &
f SGGSNE Fa SAGKSNI W[ 2SN/ asSw 2NJ W LIISNI /| &
please use an inkpenhi§ is especially important if you have not used handwriting for a long

time, and your hands work more quickly on a keyboard. It can take a considerable time to train

the muscles of your hand.

The height of cursive letters differs. To achieve a more dleégadwriting, all exercises should
be written on lined paper. Buy exercise books or pads designed for first year school pupils, as |
KIS NBO2YYSYRSR dzy RSddthe wedbsiteSadAbbve.d wS|lj dzA NB R d

For cursive handwriting the following lined pajseessential:
/. 1l
aviqg B A O —
f d

CKS F2dzNJ fAySa adlyR Ay (KS alyYS NBflIUGAZ2YyAKA
The lines are namegifrom top to bottom:

1. Top Line
2. Middle Line

3. Base Line
4. Bottom line

TheBase Linés the most important. Not all letters are the same size. However, they each have
their own distinct position which must be accurately placed.
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Onespace lettergare written between thd3ase and Middle ineceimnorsuvwxz

Two spacédettersare written between thd8ase and Top lindd d h k | t and almost all
Capital Letters. However, the letters g | p q y are written betweeditlide and Bottom
Line.

Three space letteese written between théop and Bottom linef G J Y
OCNRBY KSNB 2ys (GKSAaS | NB LR PEiHE ONOBNERMIR | YR &
aLJ OSNEQ®dU

Lower Case letters are introduced first. Write the following exercise on the correct lines in your
exercise book. If not successfuFak NE G X gNAGS AG F3AFAY | f2y3FaARS
In this way you will recognise later which letter is giving you a special problem.

Every letter you will find in different examples as follows: a specially large script, in normal
script, ddted script, and in its complete form. Mostly there follows the connection with a
second letter. Especially difficult is the connection of letters in lower case b, o, r, vand w. Your
attention will be drawn to this.

Now write out for yourself the exampgl®f the letters. One shows you the printed letter and
the other shows you the corresponding letter in cursive script. Further examples show you first
the cursive script without lines and underneath in the correct lines.

You will also note that the lettelgve a slight diagonal, like a clock showing two minutes past
six - 06.02.

How your personal handwriting will develop as will be seen in due course. But left handed
people can also become friendly with the lines if they use a suitable inkpen.

Soc herewe go, and | wish you great success....
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We begin with lower case I. The letter stands on the Base Line and reaches up to the Top Line.

N

hyS OFy ORIl GXNBEP ICNEIVY20KS . 1 A&S [AYyS @&2dz YI

CKAA A4 OfFRRESROI ¥KERBS KR { fsdakien Howraitd theBse Lideg A y 3
and then comes a slight swing to the right. From here it connects to the next letter, or it finishes
at that point.Pay special attention to the oveop! You should be able to colour it in. It should
not be too round or toaarrow! This counts for all the oMeops and also for the undkrops

¢ for example g, | ...

Exercise: Write one row of I, then a row with double Il. See the example.

/A A/ A/ A/ N/ N/ /N /.
LLLALALLLLALLLLLALLALALAL

20 0f P20 20 00 07 P27 7 P07 (77 (20 (F
L AL L AL LL AL AL AAL AL AL AL

2)b

You write the lower case b like an I. It begins on the Base Line: It makeslaopyvénen back

G2 GKS . 1&asS [AySd ¢KSyYy A0 I NOKSa dzLJ 2 GKS
avYl ff KRLIAIAT RNJI 0 IQF N2 ldAdihiSitgiehhidalingnk. When the letter
stands on its own, thidourishfinishes the letter with an elegant tilting short line. When another
letter follows, it is the means by which you join the letters together). It finishes under the
Middle Line. Wite two letters b next to each other, starting the second letter with an uplift
from the flourish. That counts for all letters which follow b. Look carefully at the above example!

Exercise: Write one row b and then copy the examples.

72 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 70
A A AT A AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT

N0 0P 0P NP PP NP AP PP NP [P
AL AT O OC UOC OC OC AL
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f £ W

/

This threespace letter shows clearly that the script is not absolutely vertical, but leans slightly
to the right. You start on the Base Line, draw the line up td dipeline with a loop as with the

| and b. At the Top Line arch left and then pull briskly down to the Base Line with no wobble!
There you must lift your pen. Then at the Base Line make a small swing. With that the f is
complete, or it can join up to theert letter.

Exercise: Write one row f, then one row doub)efkf

/A /| /|

L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L
Fr r 1 Fr r +r 1 779

70 00 (gfg pp 70 00 pf 70 00 [(f

[26S OFrasS K 200dzLlASa (g2 Ql2ySaqQe ,2dz 6S3AAY
loop as with lower case f. Then make a sloping stroke to the Base Line. Without lifting the pen

go back to the Middle Line, make a right hand curvecaaldhost paallel ¢ go down to the

Base Line. You finish withlaurish This is the end of the letter, or the way you join the next

letter to it.

Exercise: Write one row h, theopy the second row.

KWW A A A A Ak
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Lower case k is written almost the same as h: from the Base Line pull the line up making a top
loop, then a sloping stroke to the Base Line, and back to the Middle Line, making a right hand
curve. But take care! On the way back to the Base Line thedéstinat kink! Then back to the

Base Line with #ourish

Exercise: Write one row k. Then copy the second row. Join the letters together without lifting
the pen!

ko hhhbhhkkhkhbhhhhh

Now we introduce/ou to Vowels

') G2 y29 GKS fSGGSNR X o0X FX K YR 1 KIF@S
any word. If you have written the words neatly in rows, then you can already see stylish
handwriting. Now read the following setext which hadeen divided into speech syllables.

Quelleinternet, Text: L. H. Ch. Holty ,17-Melody: Wolfang Amadeus Mozart, 1791.
Ub immer Treu und Redich-keit (Uieeuueiei)
bis an dein kiles Grab, (i a el 0 e a)
und wetche keinen Firgger-breit (Uueieeieieei)
von Gottes Wegen ab. (o oe e e a)

You will find in each Germanegeh syllable either aVowel ace-i¢o-u;

oranUmlaut &- 6 ¢U; or &oppellaut:ai, au, au, ei, eu, ie; or the letter vy.

Check this also in other words: Fidaich, Béle, bése, Adto, Hauschen, Wiese; Lydi-a.

Becausehese vowels are in every syllable, they will be introduced now one by one, so that you
can work with whole words.
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6)0 o o obo

All vowels, Umlaute and Doppellaute, are-spacers. Now we will practise o and 6. Start from

the Base Line, small arch to the right, back with a swing round back to the Middle Line. Here

you add a little floursh. Thilourishis like the one in the legt b¢ and has the same challenge.
9PSNE F2ft26Ay3 fSGAGSNI Ydaad adF NI G GKAa LI
points on the 6!Exercise: Write one row o 0; then copy the second row.

O O O O O O O O T O F OO OO

/| /A y /i

Na a«a = a

The lower case a begins like the o on the Base Line. Under the Middle Line you make a small
arch to the right. Then straight back to the left and up to the Middleq.ateost making a

circle! Then straight back to the Base Line with a StoatishsloLJA Y3 dzLJg | NRad® 52y
the two points on the a!

Exercise: Write one row a, &; then copy the second row.

O addadadadaddadddaddadadddd

/
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8)e (A

¢CKS t£26SN) OFasS S A amdland driienbeiwedn the BabeS indiakd™thef 6 dz
Middle Line. Even in this case you must be able to colour in the loop!

Exercise: Write one row e; copy the second row.

ceeeeeceeceeceeceeccecee

// /|
eL e A€

9) |

The lower case i is very easy to write: begin at the Base Line, then up to the Middle Line, straight
back to the Base Line, with a swing to the right with a small slender curve. Make a dot on top.

Exercise: Writ€ Yy S NR g AX GKSy O2L® (GKS &aSO2yR NRgO

LAdidi44444444444444444
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The lower case u begins like i. In fact you just join two lettegether. u is open at the top.
20K dzLJAGNR1SE INB LINXYttSt G2 SIFEOK 20KSNMW» 5
points you can alternatively make two very small lines, but never a bow!

Exercise: Write one row u, U; copy the second row.

11) au au al el eule

All Doppellaute and Umlaute which are formed with a, e, i, 0 and u, are one spacers, and are
written between the Base Line atlee Middle Line.

Exercise: Copy everything below

I Laul b ai teibe Heute Lieh—
aud paud du—ai Lrteile
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Now the remaining lower case letters of the alphabet are introduced.

When capital letters are used, you should now be able to use lower case letters with ease.
So practise conscientiously! Pay special attention to thdokmps and bottordoops.

12)c Cc ¢

This letter ¢ looks like a broken o: Start with a small bow under the Middle Line, curve back in
a half circle to the Base Ligep a bit¢ and finish! ¢ seldom stands by itself, mostly it connects
as ch, ck, or sch. Always give your letters good clarity!

Exercise: Write one row ¢, ch, ck in turns; then copy the second row.

C%C%C%C%C%C%CC
Lache bracke ich euch hacke Hoch

1 3) d a/CZ/ @/

The letter a can easily be changed into a d ! Draw the line up in an arch to the Middle Line;
then back as for the letter a . Now up to the Top Line and from there in one stroke back to the

Base Line. Finish with a litfleurish The letter shouldlope slightly, but the line should be
slender as if it was a single line.

Exercise: Write one row a, d inturns: copy the second row.

/ / / / / / [ [
A d d dddddddadddddddadd

/ [ [ ] / [ - ] / /
Al Ak A4 A0 AU QA AU QA A
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J

As you have already learned to write an a you can easily write a g ! Start at the Base Line,
slightly rounded up under the Middle Lingnd in one swing back as with the letter a , then

with a circle to the Middle Line. Then with one stroke dowthédBottom Line. Then follows a

left underloop which crosses the Base Line. Then you add dlotikesh

Exercise: Write one row a, g in turns; copy the second row.
S A A, f—— f— f— f— i
. 7/ /) /A
ga ge gi go qu gett egal gleich

1 5) J 1. /&

The letter j begins with a small i. You take the stroke up to the Middle Line and then take the
line down to the Bottom Line. You form an unttep as with g , which will cross the Base
[AYS® 52y Qi ot@NBSG (GKS LIRAYID

N\\\&o

Do remember that you must be able to colour in all bottom loops and top loops ! ! !

Exercise: Write one row ij in turn. Copy the second row.
z;;z;;zdudududuﬂﬂﬂ%
/
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16) mw» 77— i M

There follow three letters which begin in the same way : m, n, r. Lower Case m begins between
GKS . 1aS tAYS IyR GKS aARRfS [AYS 6AGK | Qg
at the end of the bow between the Base Line and the Middle lhiee,swing down to the Base

Line. Then in the same way up, followed by a second stroke down to the Base Line. Then
AYYSRAFGSt @ oF O] dzZLJ G2 2 AduyshatithedotidnKcorvdetesQ ¢ | 1 A
the letter. Exercise: Write one row m ; gofhe second row.

WL vl vl vl vvl vl vl vl v vrl vl vl

17)n m 7 7 nein

[268NJ OF&S v A& Shaeo MEdrishttheendyte (62 Al

Exercise: Write one row n ; then copy everything.

L7l 7L vl ¥l 7L vl vl VL vl YL YL VL VLY

VL Ve VL VIO~ VAL VI TOCh Vet
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C2NJ GKS 2SN Ol &S NI 2yfe 2y 8ouks\iththes 3 a0 A
lower case b. Itis difficult to join a letter to tQiske care!

Exercise: Write one row r: then copy everything.

7"7"7"7"7"7"7"7"7"7"7"7"7"7‘7"7"7‘?

.. . /) 7

. . . 7
WWWWWM’L

1 9) P AL 71 Vi

/ : ]

The letter p begins on the Base Line as with the letter i. Up to the Middle Line to a point, then
slope down to the Bottom Line. There you lift your pen. Pay attention to the slope! A little above
the Bottom Line make a new start, likguestion mark, (up to the Middle Line and back to the
Base Line). Finish with a small upwiodrish

Exercise: Write one row p. Then copy everything.

VL 4L 41 4L 4L 4L 4L 4L 4L 4L 4L 41 41 41 41
A A A A A A A A S A A S S

/i /] /i

MMM@@WW
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20) qQuig—— g qua

Theletter g begins like an a , then make a stroke up to the Middle Line. The downstroke goes
right to the Bottom Line. If the letter u follows, you join the u on the Base Line.

Exercise: Write one row (, qu in turns. Then copy everything.

A OU Jd UL G OU UL G QU 4 UL [
[ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ /

77 . /i
auaren cuetter: Deaue e
/ / W /

21)s "6 73 soto

The letter s is a orgpacer. Make a straight line up at a 45 degree angle from the Base Line to

the Middle Line. Then add a half circle which ends with a left swings Hoiseasy to do. It
f221a Fta AT @2dz AYGSYR G2 32 dzLJ G2 | LRAy(d o
a quickly written s often looks like a circle. The following letters start on the Base Line.

Exercise: Write one row s, then copyrgtlang.

PN W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W

M@M@@Mmom—

. /) /)
QNN VVIRALRNYL SAMUAENL LALLY] LAY
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22) t A

The letter t is a twapacer. It begins like an i on the Base Line with a slightly sloping line up
to the Top Lineyr finish just below the Top Lingau then draw the line straight down to the
Base Line and finish adding a liftirish® 5 ®rgedthe little horizontal stroke at the

height of the Middle Line.

Exercise: Write one row t, st; then copy everything.

A A A I A I A A A A A A
LA MAAALMAAALAMAAALMA

S T

23) VU T U U eue

The letters v and w are similar. You begin between the Base and Middle Lines as if you intend
to write a question mark. From the bottom of the bow, you draw the line up to the Middle Line,
and finish with dlourish Becauseas with the letters o, and b the flourish ends in rradt,

any letters that follow must be joined at this point. See the above example. This is repeated with
the letter w.

Example: Write one row v . Then copy everything.

vvvvuvuvuvvUvuvuUvuUvuUvuUvuUuUuUury
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24)W W T UF AU

Now write again a small question mark between the Base and Middle Lines and draw the lower
bowright upto the Middle Line. You then travah the same stroke batk the Base Line and

make a second bow. You take this up to the Middle Line and #lddresh You join any
following letters at this point as above.

Exercise: Write one row w. Then copy everything.

. /. .
Wdads wrer e o UL Wer Uresaor

d

Lower case y develops from lower case u . Therefore, begin at the Base Line, then up to the
Middle Line and straight back to the Base Line, and make a bow up to the Middle Line. Then
draw the line straightiown to the Bottom Line. There follows an untiep as with the letter

g.

Exercise: Write one row u, Yy inturns. Copy the second row.

U Y U Y U Y U Y UYUY ALY Y
d d d d d d d_d

d___d Jd d d d d d d d
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2 6) X, + AL

Upper case X and lowease x begin alike and are introduced together. Capital X begins with
a right bow under the Top Line. Then down to the Base Line, make a left hand bow and write a
lower case |. This | crosses the Middle Line. Lower case x is written in theagaBw

you must write it between the Base and the Middle Lines.

Exercise: Write one row Xx X in turns. Copy the second row.

7 7 7 7 7 7 2
A X2 A X ALZAEXLAEXLAEXAZE

0. 7 7 L 2
A dA b AT U AAVANL AT EED

2 7) Z, Zz Z LT 740

Upper case Z arldwer case z are written in the same way. Z begins under the Top Line with a

gl g tAYySd [ 2dz OFfft GKA& | QFfl3IAQd ¢KSY | RA
little loop to the left, then pull it to the right. Take Care! Upper case Z naustdn horizontal

line half way up! Lower case z is written between the Base and the Middle Line and has no
stroke!

Exercise: Write one row Z, z. Then copy everything.

7 4 7 7 7 7 7
Z L Z L Z L Z AL ZALZALZLZ

Zahl zeige Zug Zoo zichon Zoll
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CapitalLetters in Cursive Script

The cursive capital letters will be introduced in alphabetical order. They are very similar to
printed capital letters. All of these you know from posters: APOTHEKE (PHARMACY), AUTO
(CARSALES), BAHNHOF (TRAIN STATION), KINAENFAHRT (ENTRY), KAFFEE (CAFE)
and so on.

You can practise writing capital letters in any order you choose. As you now know all the lower
case letters, you can, for example, write any noun which begins with A eg : Atem, Alfred,
Amazonas, Anbau, AldlpaAbnutzung, Abspaltung, Aufbau, Aufraumungsarteiten, Apotheke,
Apfelkuchen..... it is the same with every other capital lefsgmember that every noun in the
German language begins with a capital letter).

It is notable that nearly all capital letteage the same size. They stand on the Base Line and
stretch up to the Top Line. Only three capital letters G, J and Y are placed between the Top
Line and the Bottom Line.

Look carefully at the examples below where the capital letters stretch higherhibauirtsive

letters. You will see that the cursive letters are not straight but have a slightRbomapital

letters this slope is specially important, because most of them need this slight slope in order to
join the Top Line to the Base LiAmm nowon you must give this special attention. Still write

on lined paper with four lines!

When you have practised all capital letters with confidence, begin to write short sentences and
texts or copy from a text. From now on you will be able to use paper which has only two lines
¢ Base Line and Middle Line. You can obtain school exerciseibotkss format. Or you can

still stay with four lined paper.

Eventually you will write on one line. If you use unlined paper, | recommengitthaegn
with ¢ you place lined paper underneath.
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